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Dear Sol, 6/26/90 

As you may remember, our large windows extend up from the floor only two feet. 

X ye been sitting here most of the day working on my motion before the State Sourt 
of Special Appeals to dismiss appellirs motion^.to dismiss. I've just given it to J 4 .I 
to read, ask questions about and then type. A& I've noticed that every time I look up 
I see sends of squirrels and chipmunks. There also is a neighborhood black cat that comes 
from time to time. u nly never when there is a visible squirrel or chipmunk. Last week he 
got a glue Jay. N 0 justice, which is the case, according to the local judgej^& a matter 
o* fact, is his own decision. I take it that I'm handling a precedent, from reading what 
he said, which I had remembered accurately enough. 

Odd that as soon gs I saw the name "Hrdlicka" in the Post Sunday I was reminded 
of the one other time I'd heard or seen that name. I had trouble concentrating on the 
rest of the story because my mind kept wandering back. That alley really was a great 
place to live. And inexpensive, for the area we had. 

I presume that once or twice Crockett and I may have drunk too much when we had a 
Saturday night party but I'm sure we didn't at the Sylvan Theater. 

In retrospect I'm amazed that I could feet along on $20 a week in those days. This 
includes when I first went to work for the committee. I got a raise, from $1440 to * 

$1620 a ywar when I quit for the first time. Wohlforth did not want to give me time off 
of an eye operation, so I quit. Either on the committee's payroll on Agriculture's, I 
think the committee's, he feot me that grand raise, of about $3.00 a week. The next time 
I made an issue of how little I was getting - I had an incompetent messenger who was 
getting about three times as much - I wound up as the executive assistant to the 
administrator of the Par* Security Administration, "Beanie" Baldwin. I didn't eyn go back 
to that job, as I presume I could have, when I wqs fired for what I did not do by La 
Follette, leaking. I think he and the A ermans and the Danielians were just looking for 
an iexcuse and they lied to LsFollette. As best I can now recall, **rn»T not g^ ve 
immediate thoughfto a job so I could lobby through the appropriation for the Cllifomia 
investigation, of The Associated Farmers, migratory labor and corporate farming. Pat 
was staying drunk and I had to both tell him what to do and then see to it that he did 
it. One of the most bizzarre things did work, tool 

I got him to go ask Cotton Ed Smith, of South Carolina, as anti— labor as anyone 
then, to vote for a continuation. As I figured. Smith's vituperative speech was so out- 
rageous he got others to vote for it. But the most important t.hjn g we did I tMnir was 
Pat's idea. He got Paul Y. Anderson, who then was as respected as any correspondent, to 
ask FDR about it at a press conference. Like IaPollette, FDR did not want the committee 
continued. But he could not even hint at this in public. It was Hk» sin or motherhood. 

So he endosBed continuation of the committee. I knew Anderson, but not well. Pat knew 
him well. If you've forgotten, it is he who dug up the Jeapot Dome story, (i wonder if 
sux?h a story could get printed today.) I'm sure we had other support in the papers and 
the papers counted then as TV does today. I’m sure the NYPost and Izzy Stone editorially, 
the limes, etc. 

! ' 

As I t h i nk again about those days I'm reminded of something I may not have mentioned 
I think I did mention a source inside the ^inutemen and getting some valuable +M ngs from 
him. One of these was for all practical purposes a hit list of liberals or those farthur 
to the left that gang of native nazis didn't like. One name was that of W^olforth's son, 
lim. So, although then broke and. not making toil calls, jfpho^^i £oh at Farrar, Strauss a 
and Giroux, which he then was running. He wasn't in so i'told hisnsecretary. I've not heard 
from, Bob since, either.Before that I'd approached him about publishing my first book. He 
wasn t interested. Probably about 5-6 years earlier. When I didn't hear from him, which 
really means he wasn t interested in his own son's safety, I wondered if Tim was ons of 
the many alienated sons of that era. . • .Remember how when the committee went broke Bob m 
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would ask the staff on its payroll to "gamble" with the committee, that it would get 
its appropriation* All did and all would have without that con language. When you gamble 
you get more than you put up but the staff didn^t and couldn't. 

When I was sent into the field onan investigation I had to borrow money because 
we did not get our expenses in advance, 1 never filed for all of mine on the theory t/iat 
I'd have had to eat if I didn’t go into the field. And I didn't use a laundry, cheap as 
that then was. I'd send my clothes home by Railway Express. It was 550 each way, door- 
to-door! I recently saw the special two-part box bound with a strap that were made in 
those days for such purposes. X still have it! I used it to carry books 

when I was on speaking trips. Had to carry it under the arm, but whatever else I carried 
an that side, in my hand, had enough weight to help keep it and maybe 75-100 pounds of 
books from slipping out. n ^ h d J&,j 

I suppose today's younger people will find it hard to believe we could and did 
work for those wages, under those conditions, and then put in all the u n paid overtime we 
all put in. With no air conditioning yet. noisy fans that always blew the papers we 
were working on around, 

I don't Ihink you knew him so I didn't clip and send you the obit on the guy I 
thi’0k I got to give Saijt Rhinestine a job on the Railway Retirement Board from which he 
was detailed to the committee. Probably did't give Sam the job bu|arranged for it. It 
was J im Gorham, if you did know him. In the end it led to Sam's becoming quite wealthy 
through what it led to. He did it for himself, of course, but thatjis what put him in 
a position that could and did lead to his successes. 

Did you know that before HRB sent him to ehiaago Sam rented a farmhouse hear 
Gaithersburg? Judy would often weekend with us. She was a bright and sweet child and she 
loved the chickens and other animals and she loved us. As we loafed her. I do not remember 
ever seeing the son after the bris. Or is it spelled brith? 

Last time I was in Chicago, which was the time that in San i’raneisco I was the 
guest of one of JFK's lady friends, the late Joan Hitchcock, Scfa dnd his new wife took 
me to dinner at a great Italian restaurant and after the show I was there to do, off the 
air at midnight, Ruth and her new husband met me for drinks. 1 es, it was fall and I was 
on a pl an ** before daylight. Nothing unusual for me then. About 1968.1 suppose that authors 
today have such schedules to keep and adjust to it. I had no trouble doing it until after 
the first thrombosis, when I was 62 and following which X made few appearances. 

If you have a set of the Calif omia^hearings and have no need for them now or in 
tiie future, I'd i-ike to have them for the Hood archive. I let the United ^ine Workers, 
when we farmed, have those and Lil's setB of the Munitions and Railroad investigations on 
which she'd work and the Konoply hearings that I'd gotten. I have a bound set of the 
hearings I edited. 


Best, 




